Philosophy 4610 Spring 2008
Philosophy of Mind

Paper #2
Please answer ONE of the following questions in a clearly written, typed, double-spaced paper of 3-4 pages.  Be sure to answer the question clearly and completely, supporting your answer with quotations and evidence from the relevant texts.  Your paper should be your own, original work.  Please cite quotations by referring to the page number in the text we have read.

Due in class:

Thursday, April 10, 2008
(Late papers will not be accepted).

1. It is the year 2019 and you are Deckard, a "blade runner" charged with detecting and eliminating "Replicants."  You are faced with an intimidating character who may or may not be a "Replicant."  What questions would you ask, and what tests would you perform, to find out?  What would you do if you had reason to suspect that you, yourself, might be a "Replicant"?  Do you think it might ever be possible, in real life, to construct an automaton that has all the capacities of the “Replicants”?  Why or why not?  (In your answer, be sure to refer to the readings by Turing and Searle, as well as the movie Blade Runner.)  
2. Describe the Turing test and explain how it is supposed to work as a test for artificial intelligence.  Do you think it is a good test for artificial intelligence?  Why or why not?  If the Turing test is not a good test, what, if anything, would count as a better one, in your opinion?  Is there any test that can show conclusively whether something has a mind?  (In your answer, please refer to one or more of the views that we considered in the first half of the class: dualism, logical behaviorism, the identity theory, and functionalism).

3. According to functionalism, the mind is analogous to a computer in that it can be described, in functional terms, as an information-processing system.  What would a functionalist be likely to say to the question of whether a computer could genuinely think?  Why might she say so?  Do you find this response convincing?  Why or why not?  (In your answer, be sure to refer to one or more of the readings on functionalism as well as those by Turing and Searle).
Some Tips

A good paper has a clear, well-structured argument that establishes the main thesis of the paper as a whole.  The idea is not just to state our opinion, but to develop the reasons why we think what we do in dialogue with other positions and views.

In reading and grading your paper, I will look for some of the following factors:

-That your paper answers the question clearly and completely.  Remember to answer all sub-questions.  

-That your paper shows your understanding of the relevant claims, arguments, and positions in the text and the reasoning behind them.  

-That your paper has a main thesis that can be stated in a sentence or two.  The main thesis should usually appear in the first paragraph, and the rest of the paper is devoted to arguing for it.  The main thesis should be clear and interesting, but not obviously true.  (If the thesis is obviously true, there is no point in arguing for it.)  

-That you use quotations from the text to support your main thesis.  Quotations should be properly cited in MLA format (last name of author and page number from which the quote is taken).  Make sure that you use quotations to support your points, and that the quotations actually do support the points you say they do.  

-That your paper as a whole develops a clear, well-structured argument for your way of answering the question.  Developing an argument means giving reasons (either from the text or your own ideas) for holding the position you hold, and considering its relationship to other views and arguments.  

