Philosophy 4610 Spring 2008
Philosophy of Mind

Instructor: 
Dr. Paul M. Livingston

Office:

SAC 170

Email:

Paul.Livingston@villanova.edu


Office Hours:
Wednesday 2-3; Thursday 1-2
Course Website: http:/www.homepage.villanova.edu/paul.livingston/philmind.htm
Section 1: Tuesday and Thursday 2:30-3:45 – Falvey 104
Section 2: Tuesday and Thursday 4:00-5:15 – Falvey 104
Teaching Assistant:


Timothy Jussaume 



Email: Timothy.Jussaume@villanova.edu
Texts: 
Philosophy of Mind: Classical and Contemporary Readings, edited by David Chalmers (PM)

The Mind’s I, edited by Douglas Hofstadter and Daniel Dennett (MI)
Various Reserve readings on course website (R)
Course Description:  

In this course we will examine the nature of the mind and its relationship to the brain and body.  Is the mind the same as the brain, or are they different?  How do we know about our own mental states and processes, and how do we know about the mental states and processes of others?  Can we explain consciousness and selfhood in scientific terms?  Could a computer or a robot actually think or be intelligent?  And how could we tell if it could?  We will consider all of these questions and more, while developing our own philosophical skills of discussion, criticism, and argument.

Course Objectives:

We will aim to develop an understanding of the philosophical basis of our concept of the mind and its relationship to the body and brain.  At the same time, we will build our skills of abstract thinking, critical reflection, and thoughtful writing by considering the important questions about the nature of the mind and its relationship to reality, thinking and concepts, and the nature of consciousness and the self, and responding to philosophical discussions of the mind with our own considered views and ideas. 
Course Requirements:  



2 Papers (3-5 pp. each): 40%



Midterm: 15%



Final: 30%



10/12 Reading Questionnaires: 10%



Class Participation and Attendance: 5%

You will be asked to write 2 short papers of 3-5 pages each, summarizing your understanding of the material we have discussed in class in response to prompts I will provide.  Prompts for these papers will be available one or two weeks before the due date. 

The midterm and final examinations will test your understanding of the material we have learned in class.  Possible questions include term and quote identifications, short answers, and fill-in-the-blanks.  Study guidelines for both exams will be available 2 weeks before the test. 
It is important that you do all assigned readings and come to class prepared to discuss them.  To ensure reading, I will give about twelve short reading questionnaires.  The reading questionnaires will usually be due on Tuesdays and will cover reading for that week.  They will be available about one week in advance on the course website.  It is your responsibility to print out the questionnaire each week and you should answer each question with at least 2-3 sentences.  I will collect the questionnaires to verify completion; however, they will not be graded.  You may miss up to two questionnaires over the course of the semester and still receive full credit for this portion of your grade.

Because we can best learn philosophy by doing philosophy, class participation is essential.  You should come to class having done the reading, and prepared to discuss it.  We will take attendance; if you are going to miss a class and will need to be excused, please contact your teaching assistant.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a penalty to the class participation portion of your grade.

Late papers:  Late papers are unacceptable.  If you know that your paper will be late and would like to request an extension, please contact your teaching assistant well in advance.  Late reading questionnaires are not acceptable.
Students with disabilities: Villanova seeks to make reasonable academic accommodations for students with disabilities. If you are a person with a disability, please contact me outside of class, and make arrangements to register with the Learning Support Office by calling 610/519- 5636; or send an e-mail to nancy.mott@villanova.edu.

Tentative Schedule
Reading for each week should be completed by Tuesday of that week.  Most weeks, a reading questionnaire covering the assigned reading will also be due on Tuesday.
1. Introduction

Film clip: The Matrix
Part I: Approaches to Mind

2.  Cartesian Dualism

Tuesday 1/22:
Descartes: Meditations on First Philosophy (PM)
Descartes: “The Passions of the Soul” (PM)
3. Behaviorism: Mind as Behavior
Tuesday 1/29:
Ryle: “Descartes’ Myth” (PM) 

Carnap: “Psychology in Physical Language” (PM)
4. Identity Theory: Mind as Brain
Tuesday 2/5: 
Putnam: “Brains and Behavior” (PM)




Smart: “Sensations and Brain Processes” (PM)

5. Functionalism: Mind as Computer
Tuesday  2/12:

Putnam: “The Nature of Mental States” (PM)





Block: “The Computer Model of Mind”  (R)





Paper I Due Thursday, Feb. 14

Tuesday 2/19:

Hofstadter: “Prelude … Ant Fugue”  (MI)  




Block: “Troubles with Functionalism” (PM)

6. Reactions to Functionalism and Physicalism

Tuesday 2/26:
Churchland: “Eliminative Materialism and the Propositional Attitudes” (PM)
Midterm Exam: Thursday, Feb. 28 in class.
Part II: Artificial Intelligence: Projects and Problems

7. Can a Computer Think?


Tuesday 3/11:

Turing: “Computing Machinery and Intelligence” (MI)

Tuesday 3/18: 
Blade Runner (no reading)
8. AI in the real world

Tuesday 3/25:

Searle: “Can Computers Think?” (MI)  





Loebner Prize Competition, Transcripts (R)
Tuesday 4/1:
Dreyfus: “From Micro-Worlds to Knowledge Representation: AI at an Impasse” (R)

Paper II DUE Thursday, April 3.
Part III: Consciousness

Tuesday 4/8:
Nagel: “What is it Like to be a Bat?” (MI)
Tuesday 4/15: 
Jackson: “Epiphenomenal Qualia” (PM)


Dennett: “Quining Qualia” (PM)
Tuesday 4/22:
Chalmers: “Consciousness and its Place in Nature” (PM)




McGinn: “Can we Understand Consciousness?” (PM)
Final Exam: Monday, May 5

